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and wealth ? And yet, if we consider the matter
historically, we must admit that vsuch men have
rendered enormous services to mankind. A ruler,
let us 'say, had for his only object the extension and
concentration of his own authority. Still, it was by
the conflicts of rulers that the great nations have
been formed out of a chaos of struggling clans; that
peace and order, therefore, have been substituted for
violence, throughout broad territories ; that law has
taken the place of private war; moreover, that the
privileges of selfish orders have been suppressed
through the development of a larger and more civil-
ised national organisation; and that, although the
immediate victory was won by the selfish ruler, the
ultimate benefit has accrued to the people upon
whom he was forced to rely for support against the
oppressive subordinate powers. The ruler, perhaps,
did not look beyond his own interests ; but his own
interest forced him to find allies among the mass of
the population, and so gradually led to the formation
of central organs, representing not the personal
interest of the king, but the interest of the whole
nation in which they had arisen. We may make a
similar remark upon industrial development. The
great merchant and capitalist and inventor of new
methods and machinery has not looked, it may be,
beyond his own interest; but, intentionally or not,